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What’s behind the influx of migrants crossing the U.S. southern
border?

Politics Sep 21, 2023 3:30 PM EDT

WASHINGTON (AP) — A small town on the Texas border declares a state of emergency as tens of thousands of migrants cross the
border. The Biden administration grants protection to nearly half a million Venezuelans in the country, giving them the ability to work.
This comes after some Democratic mayors and governors warn that growing numbers of migrants in their care are busting their
budgets.

The various scenarios playing out across the country paint a picture of a strained immigration system making an impact far from the
U.S.-Mexico border. The Biden administration late Wednesday announced measures intended to alleviate the problems.

The U.S. has had immigration surges before so what'’s different now, and why?

How does the number of migrants arriving now compare to previous
decades?

Part of the issue is that a lot more people are coming to the U.S. The numbers dropped earlier this summer after pandemic-era
migration rules ended and tougher enforcement measures kicked in. But the numbers are climbing again.

On Wednesday, the border town of Eagle Pass, Texas, announced a state of emergency after nearly 6,000 migrants crossed the Rio
Grande River from Mexico into the town of roughly 28,000 people in two days.

In fiscal year 2022, Border Patrol encountered 2.2 million people crossing the border illegally. The numbers have gone down in the
fiscal year ending this month — about 1.6 million so far — but that's still high.

READ MORE: Texas trooper’s accounts of bloodied and drowning migrants on U.S.-Mexico border unleashes criticism

You have to go back decades to see comparable numbers. From 1990 to 2006, Border Patrol encounters nearly always topped one
million a year, with a peak of 1.6 million in 2000. Then the numbers began to fall. From 2010 to 2020, the agency recorded below half a
million encounters a year, except for 2019 when they climbed to 859,501.

Statistics aren’t always a perfect measure, of course. The numbers from the 1990s and 2000s are considered vast undercounts
because migrants often evaded authorities as they entered the U.S. Now, migrants often turn themselves in so they can request
asylum.

In recent years, the measures used to contain the COVID-19 pandemic skewed the count. The government relied heavily on a public
health tool called Title 42 to quickly eject people from the country. But there was no penalty so experts say migrants returned again
and again, thus pushing up the statistics.



What'’s the government doing?

The Biden administration late Wednesday announced it was giving Temporary Protected Status to an estimated 472,000 Venezuelans
who arrived in the country as of July 31. That makes it easier for them to work in the U.S. Venezuelans make up such a large proportion
of the people coming to the U.S. that changing their status has an outsized effect. In New York City, about 40 percent of the rough
60,000 asylum seekers the city is paying to house are from Venezuela.

The administration alsc vowed to speed up the time it takes for migrants who are already eligible to work to get their authorizations

processed — a key demand from Democratic governors and mayors.

READ MORE: A judge orders Texas to move a floating barrier used to deter migrants to the bank of the Rio Grande

More broadly, the administration has relied on a carrot and stick approach over the last year to deal with immigration. That’s involved
doing things like giving humanitarian parole to people from certain countries provided they have a financial sponsor and fly into the
country. And then relying heavily on consequences for those who don’t follow the rules. For example, they have beefed up deportations

and expulsions.

Republicans say it's not enough and accuse the administration of doing little to control the southern border.

Who is coming and does that affect resources?

Julia Gelatt, of the Migration Policy Institute, said there are key differences between what’s going on now and during past immigration

surges.
In the late 1990s and early 2000s, there were more single adults coming to the U.S. Now, families with children are increasingly
arriving, and they have different needs. While a single adult traveling by himself may be OK crashing on a friend’s couch, families often

expect more for their children and may be more likely to need government services to protect them. Kids need to go to school.

Also, communications have advanced. These days, migrants can easily share information on social media about the best places to go

and what services are available.

Gelatt noted that many of the migrants crossing the border don't hide from the government. Some have been granted humanitarian
parole or have a notice to appear in immigration court. They may feel more empowered to ask for assistance.

Where are migrants staying?

One of the challenges that has thrust immigration into the spotlight is housing.

New York City and Massachusetts have right-to-shelter rules, meaning they must provide housing to people who need it with certain
restrictions. In addition to the roughly 60,000 migrants New York is housing, Massachusetts is also paying to shelter about 11,000 new
arrivals.

Murad Awawdeh, who heads the New York Immigration Coalition that advocates for immigrants’ rights, said immigrants arriving in the
city previously didn’t really use the city-run shelter system. They had friends or relatives to help them find places to stay. But that’s



changing.
WATCH: New York Mayor Eric Adams discusses migrant crisis he says will 'destroy’ the city

“The most unique thing about this situation is simply that folks don’t have a family connection here or community connections like

they have had historically,” Awawdeh said.
Decades ago, migrants arriving in the U.S. were almost all Mexican nationals. Experts and officials note that migrants today arrive
from a vast array of countries across South and Central America and Africa, as well as from China and India. Their disparate countries

of origin complicate deportations, because they have to be flown. In some cases, migrants can’t be deported because the U.S. has no
agreement with their native countries, notably Venezuela.

What'’s the impact of migrants being bused from the border?

In 2022, Texas began busing migrants to Democrat-led cities around the country to challenge the Biden administration’s border
policies. Arizona has also bused migrants out of state.

The numbers are relatively small compared to the overall migrant flow. For example, since the spring of 2022, New York says it has
counted 113,000 newly arrived migrants compared to the 8,200 Texas said it bused there.

EXPLAINER: What'’s behind the surge in migrants arriving to Italy?

But the Migration Policy Institute wrote last year that the Republican-sponsored trips had repercussions far beyond the numbers.
After crossing the southern border, migrants used to spread “organically, quietly, and gradually” across the U.S., the Institute wrote.

“The buses have instead brought migrants to these cities in an orchestrated, visible, and deliberately disorderly way. ... In generating
this chaos, the busing scheme has succeeded at least in showcasing the challenges at the border,” the organization wrote.

Associated Press reporter Steve LeBlanc in Boston contributed to this report.
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